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N this Third Edition of Mr. Locke's Life, the Reader 
will find fome Material Additions. It was firft written 
aay) in French by Mr. Le Clerc, and publifhd in. the 
a Sixth Tome of his Bibliotheque Choifie m the Year 
1705. a Book that does not lie in the way of every Perfon who would 
be willing to read the Life of fo.Great a Man. So that. I perfuade 
my: felf, this Tranflation will be acceptable, even to fome iho. un» 
derftand French, as well as to many that do not. This Account is 
but,.fbort, too, fhort indeed. for the Life of one that lived to the Age of 
Seventy Three Years ; who [pent the beft part of his Time in Bufmefs, 
convers-d with Perfons of. the Eiigheft Rank, was engag'd in Matters 
of the Greateft Confequence, and who bore as Confiderable a, Charaéter 
in. the World as. any Private Gentleman ever did... ‘But there 4s this to 
be faid for it, that it takes notice of nothing mean and trivial, 3 and, 
which is» more, ‘tis Authentick. 7 = 

Mr. Le:Clere was one of Mr. Locke’s intimate Friends, and 
tho with manyshe may: be .condemn'd for fome particular Opinions, yet 
I hope we may believe him\as to Matters of Fact; and be gives us 
part. of this Account upon bis own Knowlede,.part. be had. from the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, and part from the Lady, Mafhamy ..\ It would 
be-well if all. Hiftories, were founded on. fuch. good: Authority... For 
the Reader's Satisfattion, I. fhall, tranflate moft.of .Mr..Le Clercs In- 
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stroduéhion to.this Account. . inet head lis ad cansdinkiet a 
“Having been honourd (fays he) with a hare, in the. Friend/hip a 
Sih thelate Miz Liockes) and having. xeceind, aigreat, deal ef Be- fl 
<\ nefit. from bis Conver ation, awhile ,he,-was\-én, Holland, snd lin | a 


<cptheading. his Books; Lan oblig’d,;by the Laws :of Exiendfhip. and HY 
Gratitude to give the World fome Account of the Life of this; Ex- 1] 
“ traordinary Perfon, and to do what lies in my power to perpetuate 

“ bis Memory: I am fo much the more willing to take, the Task wp- 7 
“ on me, becaufe I think this is an Inftance very fit to be brought, to | 
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The PREFACE 


“flop the Mouths of thofe who fancy Piety to be inconfiftent with Zood 
“"Reafoning, and the Study of Philofophy ; as if Religion had been 
“calculated only for the more unthinking Part of Mankind. One might 
“have obferved inbim the Life of a Chriftian, and a diligent and cares 
“ ful Study of the New Teftament, joined with a Delicacy of Wit, 
“and an unufual Accuracy of Reafoning: And we may from hence learn, 
that the Piety which has the beft Foundation is never feen but with the 
‘ moft refined Fudgment. 

“ Iwifh it were in my power to write a full Account of Mr. Locke, 
“and by thefe means to fet fuch an exaét Picture of him before my 
“Readers, that they need but carefully to confider it, in order to frame 
“a gut Idea of bim, In my Opinion there is no better way, either to 
“ praife, or to find fault, when there is Occafton todo it: But fince I 
“coud not furnifh my felf with fuch Memoirs as are neceffary to en- 
‘able me to write a compleat Fliftory of his Life, I [hall go as far 

“as I can in it, with the Materials which are come to my Hands ; and 
“LT fhall take particular notice of thofe Things which I have learned 
from the Earl of Shaftesbury ,who was brought up under Mr. Locke, 
“and from the Lady Mafham, at whofe Houfe he fpent the laft 
“Years of his Life. ‘This Honourable Lady, Daughter of the late 
“ Eamous Dr. Cudworth (who was one of the gréatefe Men in 
England) has ‘had.an Opportunity of getting a perfeét Knopledg 
“of Mr. Locke while be liv'd at her Houfe; and fhe being every 
aay qualified to make a Fudgment of bim, the Light that T have 
“ “received from Her has been very ufefulto me, in drawing the Pigture 
of this Great Man. | Ht 

“ I wifh I had entreated this Lady to take’ from his own Mouth fome 


cc 


186s farther Memoirs of his Lifes ‘but now the Publick muft be contented 


cc 


with thofe which I have obtained of bis Friends fince his Death. “As 


fp hat pafs d-about the Time in which be became: acquainted with 


\ 


the Grandfather ‘of the prefent Earl of Shaftesbury, and the Re/peét 
“that: he had afterwards in his Houfe, Lowe the Knowledge of that to 
“the ‘prefent. Earl. in- whom we ‘may Jee what Advantage it is, even 
“to thoft on'whom Providence has beftowed the beft Natural Parts, 


“ to be brought up by the Care of one who kytew the right Method of 


“© educating Youth?\ . | | i 
~ Dfhall only’ add this fincere Wifb, That-all thofe who admire 


of the Great"Mr. Locke, 
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thay imitate his‘Exarmple in his Piety to'God, “and 'Charicy 
“HAL Shy olot of onillia: se odd danse Ol mm Lo cto 

Loudon; 1695.) °° | te ade dacs 1 ue 

Os SATOH Moe od Oth ana a Us ALG 344 
qo 4 , THE 












































C84 3 


wee meen rere ee nnn ce rnd ep a nent roe 
Ba INARINARSAARINARINARINAR IAL IAAL SAR SAAR 
Sh BUA BUAI BUA AN LUR EURAIL Dati acts 


‘FE 


OF 





FOHN LOCKE Ef; 


Dome R. Fobn Locke was the Son of Fohw. Locke of Pensford, in Somer 
Z/A (Ql fet(bive: ‘The Family had its Rife ata place call’d Channon- 
Wha WW Court, in Dorfetfbire. He was born at Wrington, 7 or § Miles 
a1 (4 South of Bri/fol; and, according, to the Parifh-Regifter, was 
2&4 baptiz’d the 29th of duga/f, 1632. His Father was Heir to 
——== amuch greater Eftate than he left behind him; and was-a 
Captain in the Parliament-Army, in the Civil Wars, in the Reign of King 
Charlest, And it is very probable, that at that time, by the misfortunes of the 
War, he loft fome part of his Eftate : for his Son us’d to {peak of him as a Wife 
-and Sober Man; fo that Lcan’t think he either loft it by his Folly, or fquan- 
der’d'it away by his eal canes ~ Mr. Locke never mention’d his Parents 
but with a great deal of Refpect and ‘Tendernefs.. Tho they were young 
“enough when they married, yet they had but'two Children, of which 
“he was the eldeft; the other, who was alfo a Son, died, of a Ptifick 
above 40 Years ago. . 1; rate ec 
Mr. Locke’s Father took great Care of his Education, and carried himfelf 
“towards him in fuch a manner‘as his Son hath often commended: He.was 
fevere to him while he was a Child, and kept him ata very.great. diftance ; 
but as he grew up he was more free and familiar with him 3: and when.he 
_ was come to Years of Diicretion, they liv’d together rather as Friends than 
as two Perfons, one of which might juftly claim Refpe&.from the.other ; 
-infomuch,’ that (as Mr. Locke has faid) his Father excus’d -himfelf to. him 
for having beaten him once in his Childhood, rather in Anger than becaufe 
he: deferv’d it. _. roe . A 
Mr. Locke began his. Studies in We/tminfter-School, where he continu’d.till 
the Year 1651, from whence he wasjfent to Chriff-Church College in Oxford, 
of which he was elected Fellow. . Mr. Tyrrell, Grandfon to the famous Arch- 
bifhop Ujber, fufficiently known by.his Works, remembers that Mr. Locke 
was then look’d upon as. the moft Ingenious Young-Man in the College. 
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- But altho Mr. Locke had gain’d fuch a Reputation inthe Univerfity, he 
has been often heard to fay, of the firft Years of his being there, That he 
found folittle fatisfa€tion in the Method that was prefcrib’d them for their 
Studies, that he wifh’d his Father had never fent him to Oxford. When he 
found that what he had learnt there was of little Ufe to him, to enlighten 
and enlarge his Mind, and to make him more exact in his Reafonings, he 
fancied it was becaufe his Genius was not futed to thofe Studies. I myfelf 
have heard him complain of the Method he took in his Studies at firft, in 
a Difcourfe which I had with him one-day on that Subject; and when 
told him that I had a Cartefian Profeflor for my Tutor, a Man of a clear 
Head, he faid he was not fo Happy (tho ’tis well known he was no Car- 
tefian) and that he loft a great deal of time when he firft applied himfelf to 
Study, becaufe the only Philofophy then known at Oxford was the Peripate- 
tick, perplex’d with obfcure Terms, and ftuff’d with ufelefs. Queftions. 
Being thus difcourag’d by the Method of ftudying which was then in 
vogue, he diverted himfelf by writing to fome Gentlemen, with whom he 
chofe to hold Correfpondence for the fake of their good Humour, their plea- 
fant and agreeable Temper, rather than on the account of their Learning ; 
and he confefs’d, that he fpent fome Years in this manner. (It is not proba- 
ble that Mr. Locke wrote fo well then as he did afterwards, when he knew 
more of the World; but his Letters would without doubt have been very 
entertaining to all, had they been preferv’d: And fince he has been enga- 
ged in publick Bufinefs, fome Perfons of the moft. Polite Judgment, have 
thought that in Letters of this nature, for a Delicacy of ‘Turn he was 
not inferior to Voiture; tho it muft be confefs'd of his Englib, it is not 
fo pure, or fo much ftudied, as Vorture’s French. In his two laft Letters 
of Toleration, in his Defences of the Reafonablene/s of Chriftiamty, and in his 
Anfwers to the Learned Dr. Stillingfleet, late Lord Bifbop of Woreefter, we may 
fee fome Paffages that area proof of this. In thofe places where the mat- 
ter allowed him to fpeak’Ironically, or to ufe a little Raillery, he did it 
with fo much Wit as gave Life and Beauty to his Difcourfe, and ar the fame 
time kept up that grave and ferious Charafter which runs throughout thofe 
Pieces; and never failed‘in that Refpect which was due to the Bibop of 
Worcefter. eee . abana, 
Mr. Locke did not acquire this great Reputation he had at Oxford Gs 
Mr. Tyrrellfays) by his Performances in the publick Difputations ; for he 
‘was ever averfe to thefe, and always look’d upon them as no better than 
Wrangling, and that they ferved only for a vain Oftentation, of, a Man’s 
Parts, and not in the leait for the Difcovery of Truth, or Advancement of 
Knowledg. i Je et ee 
The Works of Des Cartes were the firft Books that brought Mr. Locke (as 
he himfelftold me) to relifh the Study of Philofophy: For though he did not 
affent to the’Truth ‘of all his Notions, he found that he wrote with great 
Clearnefs,' which made him think that it was the fault of ‘the Author’s, ra- 
ae tee his‘ own, that he had not underftood fome other Philofophical 
“Books. J one aciycey Ae 
~ And thus beginning afrefh to ftudy, and more earneftly than he did be- 
fore, he applied himfelf particularly'to Phyfick, tho this never turn’d to his 
own profit, becaufe he did not find that he had a Conftitution of Body 
trong enough to bear thofe Fatigues, to which they are neceflarily expofed 
who would have any confiderable Prattice: But tho he never practifed 
Phyfick,he was in great efteem ‘with the moftemiment Phyficians of hisTimie. 
We have aclear Proof of this in the Dedication of an excellent i De 
ie ; orbis 
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Morbis Acutis, publifhed in the Year 1675 by the famous Dr. Thomas Sydenham; 
where he fpeaks to this purpofe: “ Befides, you know that my. Method hath 
“ been approv’d by one who hath examin’d it thorowly, and who is our 
“ common Friend; I mean Mr. Fohu Locke, who whether we refpe& his 
“ Wit, or his piercing and exa&t Judgment, or whether we look to his pru- 
“ dent and regular Behaviour, there is no Perfon in our Age that excels him, 
“ and there are but few who are his Equals.” This was the Opinion of one 
of the greateft Prattitioners in Phyfick, and one of the honefteft. Men 
that the laf Age produc’d: Therefore I {hall repeat this Character in his 
own Words, becaufe they are much more expreflive in Latin; Nofti preterea 
quem huic mea methodo fuffragantem habeam, qui eam intimins per omnia perfpex- 
erat, utrigque noftrim conjunttiffimum, Domianm. Joannem Locke; quo quidem 
viro, five ingenio judiciogue acri & fubacto, five etiam antiquis, hoc eff, optimis 
moribus, vin Superiorem quenquam, inter eos qui nunc funt homines, repertum iri 
confido, paaciffimos cert? pares. After the Preface of this Book, there are fome 
elegiack Verfes of Mr. Locke’s, which are indeed full of Wit and Fancy, 
but the Stile of them is not altogether Exaé& or Poetical. He had too little 
efteem for the. Poets to throw away much time in reading them, or to 
take the pains to imitatethem. He fign’dthofe Verfes inthis manner ; 
. F. Locke, A.M. Ex Aide Chrifti. Oxox. He contented himfelf with the Ti- 
tle of Mafter of Arts, without taking the Degree of a Do&tor of Phyfick ; 
but thofe that did not know him, ufually called him Dr. Locke. This he told 
me when I dedicated to him one Volume of my Philofophy, in 1692. 

In 1664 he left Exgdand in the capacity of Secretary to Sir William Swan, 
who then went Envoy to the Ele&tor of Brandenburgh, and fome other Ger- 
man Princes. In lefsthana Year he return’d, refum’d his Studies at the U- 
niverfity of Oxford, and, among other Things, he applied himfelf to Natu- 
ral Philofophy ; as is evident from the Journal which he kept of the Changes 
of the Air, from the 24th of Fuse 1666, to the 28thof March 1667 ; for 
the regular Obfervation of which, he us’d a Barometer, Thermometer, and 
Hygrofcope. This Journal may be feen, in the General Hiltory ofthe Air, 
publifh’d by Mr. Boyle at London, 1692. 

While he was at Oxford in 1666. he came acquainted with the Lord 
Afbley, who was afterwards Earl of Shaftesbury, and Lord High Chancellor 
of England. His Lordfhip had been for.a confiderable time indifpos’d by a 
Fall, whereby his Cheft was fo much bruis’d, that it occafion’d the gather- 
ing of an Impofthume, as appear’d by a Swelling under his Stomach: For 
athe Cure of which, he was advis’d to drink the Mineral Waters of A/irop ; 
and wrote to Dr. Thomas, an Oxford Phyfician, to fend for fome to Oxford 
againft his Arrival. But Dr. Thomas being oblig’d at that time to go out of 
Town, left his Commiffion in Charge with his Friend Mr. Locke: and the 
day after his Lordfhip’s Arrival, the Waters not being ready by neg- 
ject of the Perfon imploy’d to fetchthem; Mr. Locke was oblig’d to wait 
upon his Lord{hip to excufe himfelf, and was introduc’d by Mr. Benner, 
whocame in the fame Coach with my Lord. His Lord{hip gave him a 
-genteel Reception, according tohis ufual manner, and was very well fatisfy’d 
with his Meflage. When he was about to take his leave of him, my Lord, 
who wasextremely well pleas’d with his Converfation; would needs make 
him ftay Supper: And as his Lordfhip was taken with Mr. Locke’s Difcourte, 
fo Mr. Locke was charm’d. with my Lord Able, whofe Wit and Civility 
gave him a diftinguifhing Charater among thofe of his own Rank. 

He was one whohad.a quick and {harp Wit, an accurate and folid Judg- 
ment, a retentive Memory, nobleand generous Sentiments; and eg 
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this, a gay and pleafant Temper, which he retain’d in the midft of the 
greateft Troubles. He had read much, and feen more of the World. Ina 
little time he acquir’d a great deal of Knowledg and Experience, and be- 
came the beft Statefman in Exgland, at an Age when others {carce begin to 
underftand or enquire after Publick Concerns. The Employments he had 
wvhen K. Charles 11. made ufe of his: Service, took him off from his Stu- 
dies: But he was of fo quick an Apprehenfion, that by once reading a 
Book, tho in hafte, he could fee its Faults and Excellencies fometimes bet- 
ter than thofe who perus’d it at their leifure. Befides, he was a Man of 
a free and eafy Carriage, an Enemy to Compliments, and not in the leaft 
Ceremonious; fo that one might converfe with him without contftraint, 
and ufe alldefirable Freedom. He carry’d himfelf familiarly to all Men, 
and yet never did any thing unworthy, or below his Charater. He could 
never fuffer what had the leaft appearance of Slavery, either in himfelf, 
or his Inferiours. 

So that Mr. Locke with pleafure all his Life after refleted on the Sa- 
tisfaGtion he receiv’d from his Converfation ; and whenever he prais’d 
him, he did it not only with Refpect, but. even with Admitation. As 
thofe who knew the Penetration and Sincerity of Mr. Locke, will from 
hence form to themfelves a high Idea of my Lord Afbley; fo thofe who . 
were acquainted with my Lord Afbley, can’t but think that Mr. Locke was 
a Man of an uncommon Genius, when they confider the Value he had 
for him. 

After all this, tis no great wonder that between two fuch Perfons as thefe 
there eafily arofe an inviolable Friendfhip. But to continue our Hiftory: 
His Lord{hip engag’d Mr. Locke to dine with him the next day, and to 
drink the Waters (as he himfelf had partly defign’d) «that he might enjoy 
the more of his Company. Leaving Oxford to go to Sunning-Hill, where 
he drank the Waters, he made Mr. Locke promife'to accompany him thi 
ther, as he did inthe Summer of the Year 1667. And when-his Lordfhip 
afterwards went to Lordor, he oblig’d him to promife that he would lodg 
for the future at his Houfe. Mr. Locke did fo; and tho he never prac- 
tis'd Phyfick, his Lordfhip was intirely guided by his Advice, in opening 
the Impofthume he had in his Breaft, which fav’d his Life, tho it never 
could be clos’d again. 

After this Cure, his Lordfhip had fo great an Efteem for Mr. Locke, that 
altho he had experienc’d his Skill in Phyfick, he ever after regarded it as 
the leaft of his Accomplifhments. Headvis’d him to turn’ his Thoughts 
another way, and would not fuffer him to praétife Phyfick out of the 
Houfe to any but his particular Friends. He would have had him rather 

\ apply himfelf to the Study of Ecclefiaftical and Political Affairs, which 
might have fome relation to the Bufinefs of a Minifter of State. And 

Mr. Locke fucceeded fo well in thefe Studies, that his Lord{hip began to 
confult- him on all occafions of that nature. He not only took him 

into his Library and Clofet, but brought him into the Company of the 

Duke of Buckingham, my Lord Halifax, and other Noblemen of the grea- 
| teft Wit and Learning, who were pleas’d as much with his Converfation 
as my Lord Afbley: For tho Mr. Locke had a ferious Air, and always fpoke 

to thefe Gentlemen in a modeft and refpectful manner, yet there was an 
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agreeable Mixture of Wit in his Converfation. 

ly The Freedom which he us’d with Perfons of a fuperiour Rank, had 
' _fomewhat which I can’t exprefs, that agreed very well with his Cha- 
rater. One day three or four of thefe Lords being met together at my 


Lord 
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Lord Afbley’s, rather for their Diverfion than Bufinefs; after the ufual Com- 
pliments were over, the Cards were brought, when little or no Difcourfe 
had pais’d between them. Mr. Locke took notice of the Game for fome 
time; and then taking out his Pocket-Book, he feem’d to write fome- 
what with very great Serioufnefs. One of the Lords-having obfery’d it, 
ask’d him what it was that he was writing? “ My Lord, fays he, I en- 
“‘ deavour to gainas much as I can in your good Company; and having 
“ waited with impatience the Honour of being prefent at a Meeting of 
“ the Wifeft and moft Ingenious Men of the Age, and enjoying at length 
“ this Happinefs, I thought it proper to fet down your Converfation; and 
“¢ I have accordingly fet down the Subftance of what has been faid with- 
“ in this hour or two.” There was noneed for Mr. Locke to read much 
of this Dialogue ; thefe Noble Lords pérceiv’d the Banter, and diverted 
themfelves a while with improving the Jeft: they left their Play, and 
enter’d into a Converfation more agreeable to their Character, and fo 
{pent the reft of the Day. 

In 1668, the Earl and Countefs of Northumberland having refolv’d to 
travel into France, they defir’d Mr. Locke to make one of their Company. 
He readily comply’d with them, and ftaid in France with the Countefs, 
whilft the Earl went to Rome. ‘This Noble Lord fell fick in the way, 
and died ; which oblig’d his Lady to return fooner to England than 
they at firft defign’d. The Journy was without doubt very pleafant to 
Mir. Locke ; for this Lady. was every way accomplifh’d: fhe fpared for 
no Expence, and where-ever fhe came, fhe had very great Honours 
paid, her. 

Mr. Locke at his Return into Exgland lodg’d, as before, at my Lord 
Ajbley’s, who was Chancellor of the Exchequer. However, he held his 
Place in Chrijt-Church College at Oxford (of keeping the. Changes of the 
Air) where he fometimes refided. Whilft he was at my Lord Afbley’s, 
his Lordfhip intrufted him with the remaining part of the Education of 
his only Son, who was then but about Fifteen or Sixteen Years old: which 
Charge he carefully perform’d. This young Lord being of a very weakly 
Conftitution, his Father thought to marry him betimes, left the Famil 
fhould be extinét by his Death. He was too young, and had too little 
Experience, to chufe a Wife for himfelf,; and my Lord Afb/ey not having 
time to make choice of a futable Perfon for him, defir’d that Mr. Locke 
would undertake it. This was no eafy Province; for tho his Lordfhip 
did not infift upon a great Fortune for his Son, yet he would have him 
marry a Lady of a good Family, an agreeable Temper, a fine Com- 
plexion ; and above all, onethat had a good Education, and whofe Car- 
riage was as different as poffible from the Behaviour of the Court and 
City-Ladies, However, Mr. Locke took upon him this nice Bufinefs, and 
very happily acquitted himfelf of it; for from this Marriage fprung the 
prefent Earl of Shaftesbury, with fix other Children, all very healthful, 
tho his Father was but weak,and died fome Years ago. As Mr. Locke 
had the Care of great part of the Education of this Lord, fo he was en- 
trufted with that of his eldeft Son; whom we had the honour of feeing 
here in Holland, and whofe good Senfe, Judgment, Fancy, Learning, and 
obliging Carriage, free from all formal and affected Ceremonies, with a 
natural and ealy Eloquence, plainly fhew usthat he was educated by no 
lefs excellent a Perfon than Mr. Locke : of which his Lordfhip hath teftify’d 
a grateful Senfe on all occafions, and always fpeaks of him with Signs of 
a more than ordinary Efteem. 
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In the Year 1670, and 1671, Mr. Locke began his Effay concerning Human! 
Underflanding, at the earneft Requeft of Mr. Tyrrell; Dr.Thomas, and fome 
other of his Friends, who met frequently in his Chamber to converfe to- 
gether, ashe himfelf hath told me. But his Bufinefsand Travels hinder’d 
his finifhing it at that timé. I think it was about this time that he was 
admitted Member of the Royal Society. 

Inthe Year 1672; my Lord Afbley was created Earl of Shaftesbary, and” 
Lord High Chancellor of Evgland, and gave Mr. Locke the Office of Secre- 
tary of the Prefentation of Benefices ; which he enjoy’d till the End of the 
Year 1673, when his Lordfhip refign’d that. Pott. Bes 

Mr. Locke, whom this Great Man made privy to his moft fecret Affairs, 
was join’d with him-in his Difgrace ; and afterwards gave his afliftance” 
to foie Pieces which his Lord{hip publifh’d, to ftir up the Engli/b Na-o 
tion to have a watchful eye over the Conduct of the Roman Catholicks,: 
and to oppofe the Defigns of that Party. 

On this occafion I cannot pafs over in filence a remarkable Affair, 
which was tranfa&ted in Parliament, Avvo 1672. It is well known, 
that at that time King Charles 11, in conjunction with France, made war 
on the United Proviaces: But the Sums that, were remitted from Framce not 
being fufficient to carry onthe War, he thought it neceflary to:try what 
the Parliament would raife him. ‘For this purpofe there was a Draughts 
prepar’d in the King’s Council, of the Speech which the Lord Chancellor 
was to make to the Parliament, to perfuade them to approve of the War, 
which that Prince had declar’d againft the Datch. But this appearing too 
weak to the King and Council, as not prefling the matter home enough, 
they thought fit toalter it; and, in fpight of the Lord Chancellot’s Advice, 
to infert thefe words of Cato, Delenda eft Carthago’ intimating, that it was. 
the Intereft of England utterly to ruin» Holland. ‘This being refolv’d, the 
Lord Chancellor muft pronounce the Speech as it was prepar’d. His. 
Lordfhip fhew’d a very great Concern at this to Mr. Locke, and to another 
of hisFriends, who hath fince declar’d it in Writing. However, the Lord 
Chancellor being look’d upon as the Mouth of the King, and not {peaking 
in his own Name, and often contrary to his own particular Sentiments, 
his Lordfhip was: oblig’d tooget it by heart; and ‘altho he fpake very 
fluently, and had. a great Prefence of Mind, yet he was fo much difor 
der’d,. that he would have Mr. Locke behind him with the Speech, to 
prompt him if he fhould be ata ftand. » This made a» great noife in Hol~ 
land, and his Lordfhip was thought very ill of by thofe who were ignos 
rant of his own Sentiments, and: the Office of a Lord ‘Chancellor. But; 
this Noble Lord, in a little time after, perceiving the Mark that the Court 
aim’d at; and the Duke of Buckingham having thewn-him, that not only; 
the Duke of York, but even the King, was a Papift (cho he conceal’d ir, 
by fetting up fora Wit, and by appearing on all occafions very indifferent 
as to Matters of Religion) he left the Court-Party, who in vain try’d all 
means to keep him in their Intereft: his Lord{hip had fo great an Aver- 
fion to Popery, Tyranny, and Arbitrary Power, that tho he was in other 
things very moderate, there. was no moving of him in thefe-refpeéts. 
This is well known to all thofe who had the Honour of being acquainted 
with him, or who have had his Character from them. 

However, Sir Willzam Temple. in his Memoirs {peaks very much to his dif- 
advantage, and infinuates, that he wasone of the Promoters of the War 
againft the Urited Provinces in1672. But it muft be .confider’d, that he 
had a private Pique againft my Lord Shaftesbury, becaufe when his Lord- 
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fhip was Chancellor of the Exchegaer ‘he ‘was againit the King’s making 
Sir William Temple a Prefent of Plate; which he defir’d at his Return from 
his Embafly, according to a Cuftom that his Lordfhip thought was very 
prejudicial to the King’s Treafury: and this is a {ufficient Reafon why we 
fhould: give bur little Credit to what he fays, with refpett to my Lord 
Shaftesbury. But to return to Mr. Locke, in fave 1673; he was made Secretary 
tothe Commiffioners of Trade; which Office brought him in Five Hun: 
dred Pounds per Asnum. But this Commiflion expir’d in December, 1674. 

In the following Summer,,1675, my Lord Shaftesbary thought it necefla- 
ry. for Mr. Locke to travel, becaufe he was very,much inclin’d to the Pti- 
fick: He went to Montpelier, where he ftaid a confidérable time., ‘There it 
was that he came acquainted with the Barl of Pembroke, who was then call’d 
Mr. Herbert (the Name of: his Family). becaufe his eldeft, Brother was at 
that time living. Heever kept.up his’Friend{hip with the Earl, and after- 
wards dedicated to him his Effay concerning Human Under ftanding ; and I have 
heard him {peak of this Lord, as one for whom hehad the higheft Refpe@. 
From Montpelier he went to Paris; where he became acquainted with Mon- 
fieur Fu/fel, at whofe Houfethe Learned generally met: and there he faw 
Monficur Guenelon, the famous Phyfician of Amflerdam, who read the Ana- 
tomy-Lecture. with great Applaufe. . Mr. Locke took down his Name, and 
the place of his Abode, at Amferdam,; and his Friendfhip was very advan- 
tageous to him fome Years after, as we, {hall find in the Sequel. He like- 
wife enter’d into a particular Friendfhip with Monfieur Toigward, who 


Show?d him a.Copy of his Harmonia Evangelica; of which there were but 
‘five_or fix compleat, and: which he has.not yet .publifh’d, tho he has been 


earneltly defir’d-to doit. Mr. Locke had apply’d himfelf particularly to the 
ftudy of the New Te/? ament; and we fhall ice hereafter what were the Fruits 
of his Labours. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury being reconcil’d to the,Court (out of an honeft 
defign of being.as ferviceable as he could to his Country) was made Prefi- 
dent. of the Council in the Year 1679; which oblig’d him to defire Mr. 
Locke’s return to Loudon, which he accordingly did: but not being wholly 
recover’d, and finding himfelf aflitted with an Affhma, he could not tar- 
ry long there, the Sea-coal which is burnt in that City being fo very offen- 
five to him. .. He was oblig’d from time to time to pafs fome Weeks in the 
Country, that he might breathe ina pure Air: And fometimes he went to 
Oxford, where he ftill kept his Place in Chri/f-Church College. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury (as 1 have faid) having again taken his Place in 
the Council, for the Good of the Exglifb Nation, rather than to carry on 
the Defigns of the Court, which aim’d.at the Hftablifhment of Popery and 
Arbitrary Power ; frefh Crimes were laid to his Charge, and the King fent 
him to the Tower. But he wasacquitted in fpight of the Intrigues of the 
Court ; and in December, 1682, he retir’d into Holland. King William III. 
who was then Prizce of Orange, knowing that his Lordfhip’s only Crime 
was, that he oppos’d the Defigns of the Court ; he was receiv’d very kind- 
ly there, and made himfelf a Burgher of Amfterdam, left the King {hould 
fend to demand him of the States; who by a Treaty are oblig’d to deli- 
ver Traytors to the Crown of England, if they are not made Burghers of 
fome Town in. Holland; and Exgland is oblig’d to do the fame with re- 
{pect to the States. 

Mr. Locke did not think himfelf any longer fafe in Englawd for tho they 
could not hurt him according toa due Form of Law, yet twas poffible they 
might imprifon him, and let him lie there for fome time, to the endan- 
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gering his Healthand Life; fo he follow’d his Lordfhip, who dy’d foon af- 
ter in Holland. ‘It is an honour to this Province, and tothe Town of Am- 
frerdam in particular, for having entertained and protected fo illuftrious a 
Refugee; without regarding thofe former Prejudices which it had receiy’d 
again{t him, onthe account of the Speech which he deliver’d as Lord Chan- 
cellor tothe Parliament inthe Year 1672. A grateful Senfe of thisis re- 
tain’d in the Family, as the prefent Earl of Shaftesbury, his Grandfon, hath 
often told me. May this Town ever remain a fafe Sanctuary to the Inno- 
cent, and by its generous Behaviour draw down upon itfelf the Praifes and 
Bleffings of all thofe who are Lovers of Vertue ; not only in its Profperity, 
but even when it fuffers the fharpeft Perfecutions. 

Mr. Locke being at Amflerdam about the end of the Year 1683, renew’d 
the Acquaintance he began at Paris with Monfieur Gwenelon ; and got ac- 
quainted with his Father-in-Law, Monfieur Vee, fenior Phyfician of this Ci- 
ty, and one of its moft skilful and fortunate Practitioners. In famwary, 1684, 
Monlieur Gaenelon being to difle&t a Lione/s, which dy’d of the exceffive 
Cold that Winter; Mr. Locke came thither, and became acquainted with 
feveral other Phyficians. Here he met with Monfieur Limborch, Profeflor of 
Divinity among the Remonftrants, with whom he contrated a Friendfhip, 
which continued during the whole courfe of his Life, and which he cultivated 
after his returninto England. I had the Honour alfo to be acquainted with 
him fome time after, and have fpent feveral Hours with pleafure and profit 
in his Company ; efpecially after he told me his Mind in Philofophical Mat- 
ters, which has been the Subject of many an hour’s Converfation. Having 
his Health better in Hollamd than either in England or at Montpelier ; he there 
carry’d on and compleated his Effay concerning Haman Underftanding, of 
which he fhew’d me feveral Chapters in Manutcript. or 

Mr. Locke had not been a Year out of Evgland, before he was accus’d at 
Court of writing feveral Pamphlets againft the Government, which were 
faid to come from Holland, but afterwards were found to be done by.other 
Hands: For this reafon, as was reported, the King fent Orders to Dr. Fel, 
then Bifhop of Oxford, and Dean of Chrif?-Charch, to turn Mr. Locke out of 
his Fellowfhip in that College. The Bifhop,who was a Virtuous and Learn- 
ed Man, and always had a Refpe& and Kindnefs for Mr. Locke, receiv’d the 
Meflage with a great deal of uneafinefS, as may be feen by his A@ions. 
He immediately fent for Mr. Tyrrel, Mr. Locke’s Friend, to fpeak with him ; 
and was fo convinc’d of Mr. Locke’s Innocence, that inftead of executing the 
Order, he wrote to him the 8th of November to appear and anfwer for him- 
felf the 1ft of ‘fanwary of the enfuing Year. In the mean time he acquaint- 

\ ed my Lord Swaderland, then Secretary of State, with what he had done, 
in thefe Words: (from which we may learn much of Mr. Locke’s Chara€ter.) 
Mr. Locke being a great Friend of the late Earl of Shaftesbury, and being 
{ulpected not to be well affected to the Government, I have had my Eye over him for 
feveral Years, but he has always been fo much upon his guard, that after feveral 
ftritt Enquiries, I can confidently affare you, there is no Perfon in our College, how 
familiar foever he has been with him, that has heard him fay any thing againft the 
Government, or that any ways concerns tt: and tho we have often defignedly given 

: him occafion in publick and private Difcourfe to talk of the Earl of Shaftesbury, 

| by {peaking ill of Him, his Party and Defigns ; yet we could never ‘fee, either by his 
Words or Looks, that he thought bimfelf at all concern’din the matter. So that 

f we believe there is mot a Manin the World fo much Majfter of his Tongue and 
Pdfions as be is. 
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This is the more to be admir’d, becaufe Mr. Locke wa’ naturally a little 
hafty. But perceiving their Defigns to trapan him, he thought it moft pru- 
dent to remain filent ; eafily foreieeing that to defend his Lordfhip before 
them could do him no Service, but might bring himfelf into Trouble. 
_ Bifhop Fell, in what he wrote, without doubt defign’d to ferve ‘Mr. 
Locke ; but the King fending a fecond Letter,’ he was fore’d to remove him 
from his Fellowfhip. | 
After the Death of King Charles IT.-(which was on the 6th of February, 
1685) Mr. Pesz, whom Mr. Locke had known at the Univerfity, and who 
very generoufly imploy’d the Intereft he had in King Fames, endeavour’d 
to procure his Pardon; and had certainly obtain’d it, if Mr. Locke had not 
anfwer’d, That he had no occafion fora Pardon, having been guilty of 
no. Crime. 
In the Spring of the Year 1685, the Duke of Monmouth was in Holland; 
and feveral other Gentlemen and Nobles with him, difaffeted to King 
Sames’s Government, making preparations for his unfortunate Enterprize, 
King James being inform’d of their Defigns, fent to Mr. Skelton, his En- 
voy at the Hague, the 17th of Ma, todemand of the States fourfcoreland 
four Perfons; and amongft them Mr. Locke, whom they had thus defcrib’d, 
formerly Secretary to the Earl of Shaftesbury , altho he never had that Bufi- 
nefs or Title in his Lord{hip’s Houfe, but liv’d there as a Friend : His Name 
was the laft in the Lift, and, asTremember, ’twas faid he was not in the 
Lift that came from England; but that the Exglifh Conful, who was. then in 
Holland, order’d it to be added tothe reft.. However, I believe one may reft 
fatisty’d that he had no Correfpondence with the Duke of Mosmouth, of 
-whom he had not fuch high Thoughts as to expect any thing from his 
Undertaking; befides,. he was of a peaceable Temper, andirather Timo- 
-rous than Courageous. 
About the end of the Year 1684, he was at Urrecht, and the next Spring 
went to Am/flerdam, with defign toreturn to Utrecht, ashe did afterwards ; not 
‘imagining he fhould be efteem’d an Accomplice of the Duke of Moamouth. 
He had formerly had a defire to lodg with Mr. Guenelon, but he excus’d 
himfelf, becaufe it was not the Cuftom of their City to entertain Strangers , 
»tho otherwife he had a great efteem for him, and was very well pleas’d 
with his Vifits. But when Mr. Guenelon perceiv’d the Danger he was in, 
cand that it was time todo him a Kindnefs; he generoufly engag’d his 
Father-in-Law, Mr. Veen, to. entértain him in his Houfe: and wrote to 
‘Vtrecht to advertife him of it, asdid Mr. Limborch on the part of Mr. Veen. 
- Mr, Locke upon this came to Amfterdam, and conceal’d himfelfat Mr. Veen’s 
two or three Months; and in the mean time Mr. Limborch convey’d the 
_ Letters that were wrote to him, and: kept Mr. Locke’s Will, which he defir’d 
might be fent to one of his Relationsy whom he nam/d, if hefhould die. In 
_theé-mean time they confulted one of ‘the chief Magiftrates of the Town, to 
oknow. if he,might be fate there; whoreply’d,: that he could'not prote&t him 
Lifithe King of Exg/and fent for him: but that he would not betray him, and 
if Inquiryswas. made, would not fail to give notice of it to Mr. Veen. 
This did) a, little compofe his Mind, and: he:ftaid with Mr. Veen. till :Sep- 
tember, going abroad:only in the Night-time)to prevent any: Difcovery “But 
-being perfuaded to go rather to Cleves, he went thither, but ‘came! back the 
beginning of November, *Twasdt: Mr. Veen'’s that. he wrote:his: Leeréer 
of Toleration, Which was. printed:at Iergow in 1689, and:ehtitled Epiffola 
de Tolerantia ad ClariffimumVirum, Te Av Re Pols OvL, Avforipta;a,P.'A. P. 
O.1.L)A.- The firkt Letters fignify, Dbeologie apad Remonfirantes Profefforem, 
D Tyran- 
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Tyrannidis oforem, Limburgium Amftelodamenfem; and the latter, Pacts amico, 
Perfecutionis ofore, foanne Lockio Anglo. ‘This Letter was tranflated into 
Englifb, and printed twice at London in the Year 1690. About this time 
it was alfo that Mr. Locke read and approv’d of feveral Pieces of Eps/copius ; 
(for till then he knew the Remonftrants only by hear-fay, and a little Con- 
verfation he had with them here) and was furpriz’d to find their Sentiments 
nearer his own than he imagin’d; and afterwards made great ufe of the 
Light which he receiv’d from them. 

At the end ofthe Year, Mr. Locke went to lodg at Mr. Guenelon’s, where 
he was likewife the Year following. 

It being evident to all that he had no hand inthe Duke of Monmouth’s 
enterprize; he began to appear again in Publick in the Year 1686, and 
then gave me a {mall Piece, intitled, A new Method of making Common-Place 
Books. He made likewife feveral Extra&ts of Books, as that Tra& of 
Mr. Boyle, concerning Specifick Medicines, and fome others. I fent him fome 
Copies of his Method to Usrecht (whither he went in Astumn) which had 
printed ; and he order’d me to fend fome to Mr. Totgward, to whom it was 
Dedicated, tho his Name was not fet before it. 

At the end of the Year, Mr. Locke return’d to Amfterdam, and again re- 
fided at Mr. Guenelon’s, 

In 1687 he defir’d that Mr. Limborch, andJ, with fome other Friends, 
would fet up Conferences; and that tothis end, we fhould meet together 
once a Week, fometimes at one Houfe, and then at another, by turns; and 
that there fhould be fome Queitions propos’d, of which every one fhould 
give his Opinion at the next meeting: and I have ftill by me the Rules, which 
he would have had us obferve, written in Latiz with his own Hand. But 
our Conferences were interrupted by his Abfences becaufe he went to Rot- 
terdam, where he lodg’d with Mr. Farley. He return’d again to Amfferdam, 
tho it was but for a little time. 

Towards the latter end of this Year, he made an Abridgment of his Effay 
concerning Human Under /tanding, which was yet in Manufcript. I tranflated 
it into French, and publifh’d it in the 8th Volume of the Bibliotheque Univer- 
felle in Fanuary, 1688. and I had fome Copies of it printed fingly, to which 
he prefix’d a fhort Dedication tothe Earl of Pembroke. This Abridgment 
pleas’d a great many Perfons, and made them defirous of feeing the Work 
at large; but feveral who had never heard of the Name of Mr. Locke, and 
had only feen the Abridgment, in the Bibliotheque Univerfelle, thought that 
it was the Project of a Work of mine, which was but yet defign’d; ‘and 
that I father’d it upon an Exglifh Man, to know what the World thought 
of it: but they were foon undeceiv’d. : 

At length the happy Revolution in 1688, by the Courage and good Con- 
du& of the Prince of Orange, open’d a way to his Return into his own Coun- 
try; whither he went in February, 1689, with the fame Fleet that condu@t- 
ed over the Prince/s of Orange. When hecame to London, he endeavour’d to 
recover his Fellowfhip of Chrif-Charch College in Oxford; not that hehad 
any defign of living there, but only that the World might {ee the wrong 
that was done him: This would have been granted him ;° but fince the 
Members of that Society could not come to a Refolution of turning out 
the Perfon who was put in his Place, they would have kept him as a 
Supernumerary, but he withdrew his Suit. 

_ Mr. Locke being very much taken notice of, and efteem’d by feveral No- 
blemen, who were after the Revolution in favour with the Court, he might 
very eafily have obtain’d fome confiderable Pot: But he contented -himielf 
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with being one of the Commifioners of Appeals, which brought him in 200 4, 
per Ann, and this futed him, becaufe it did not requirea conftant Atten- 
dance. ‘This Place is at the difpofal of the Lords of the Treafury; and 
the Lord Mordant being one of them,and who was fince created Earl of Moz- 
mouth, and then of Peterborough, defiring it for him, the other Lords agreed 
to it. About the fame time, Mr. Locke had the offer ofa Publick Character ; 
and it was put to his Choice, whether he would go as Envoy, either to the 
Emperor, to the Elector of Brandenbargh, or any other Court, where he 
thought the Air might beft agree with his Conftitution, which was very 
unfettled : but fearing left the Service of the King might fuffer, if the Air 
of the Place did not agree with him, or that it would endanger his Life un- 
lefs he made a fpeedy Return, he refus’d an Employ of this nature. 

However, he improv’d his time another way, for a Divine writing againft 
his firft Letter concerning Toleration, hean{wer’d him in 1690, by a fecond 
Letter. Hedid not put his Name toit, that he might not be engag’d in 
any perfonal Quarrels; which might poffibly have turn’d to his difadvan- 
tage, without ferving any ways tothe advancement of Truth: but the 
{tile of it plainly fhew’d the Author. It was in the fame Year likewife, that 
the firft Edition of his Effay concerning Human Underftanding was printed in 
Folia; in 1700, it was publith’d in French at Amfterdam, by H. Schelte. Mr, 
Coffe, who was then with Mr. Locke, tranflated it under his Infpection with 
very great Care, Fidelity and Plainnefs; and this Verfion is very much 
efteem’d : It hath made known his Opinions to thofe that are on this fide the 
Water ; and more at large, than the Abridgment that was publifh’d in 1688, 
could do. He alfo corrected feveral places in the Original, that he might 
make them more plain and eafy to tranflate, and very carefully revis’d the 
Tranflation; fo that it is not in the leaft inferior to the Ezg/i/b,and often more 
clear. It was likewife tranflated into Latiz, by Mr. Burridge, in 1701. 
There is befides, an Abridgment of it in Englifhb by Mr. Wynze, in an 
8° Vol. The beft Edition, is that now publifh’d with his other Works, in 
three Vol. Fol. Thofe who have compar’d it with the former, may have 
obferv’d in it that Sincerity and Love to Truth, which the Author difco- 
vers in the Twenty-firft Chapter of the fecond Book, where he treats con- 
cerning Power; for he has made feveral alterations in the Idea that he had 
given of the manner wherein we are determin’d to Will, Few Philofophers 
can perfuade themfelves to corre&t their Thoughts; and there is no- 
thing they will not do, rather than confefs their miftakes. But Mr. Locke 
had too great a Love for Truth to follow their Example; and he himfelfac- 
knowledges in his Preface, that after.a more clofe Examination of the 
matter, he faw reafon to alter his Opinion. 

He publifh’d likewife the fame Year his Two Treatifes of Government : 
this Book was afterwards tranflated into French, and printed at Amfferdam. 
Mr. Locke did not put his Name to it, becaufe the Principles which he there 
eftablifhes, are contrary to thofe which were generally taught in England 
before the Revolution, and which tended to eftablifh an Arbitrary Power, 
that was not reftrain’d by any Laws. He entirely overthrew thefe Tur- 
kifh Politicks, which fome Perfons preach’d up as an Article of Religion, 
toflatter thofe that afpir’d toa Power which is above Human Nature. 

Mr. Locke liv’d at London about two Years after the Revolution, efteem’d 
by all thofe who knew him: He convers’d familiarly with Perfons of the 
higheft Rank; but nothing pleas’d him more than the weekly Conferences 
he had with the Earl of Pembroke, whowas then Lord-Keeper of the Privy- 
Seal, and who has fince been made Prefident of the Privy-Council ; whieh 
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Poft he \diig held with general Approbation. When the Air of Lon- 
don began to affet his Lungs, he went for fome days to the Earl of 
Peterborough’s Seat near Falham, where he always met with a hearty 
Welcome: but he was oblig’d afterwards to think of quite leaving 
London, at \eaft all the Winter-Seafon, and to go to fome place at a 
greater diltance. 

He had made fome Vifits at different times to Sir Francis Malham, who 
liv’d at Oates in Effex, about twenty Miles from London, where he found 
the Air fo good, that he thought there was none could fuit better with his 
Conttitution. Befides, the agreeable Company he found ‘at Sir Francis 
Mafbam’s, which would make the moft melancholy Place delightful, was 
one great Motive, no doubt, which inclin’d him to defire that Gentleman to 
receive him into his Family, that he might fettle there during his Life, 
and apply himfelf to his Studies as much as his weak Health would allow. 
He was receiv’d on his own Terms, that he might have his entire Liberty 
there, and look upon himfelf as at his own Houfe: And it was in this 
pleafant Society that he pafs’d the reft of his Life, and from which he was 
abfent as little as poffible, becaufe the Air of London grew more and more 
troublefome to him. He came thither only in the Summer for three 
or four Months, and if he return’d to Oates any thing indifpos’d, the Air 
of that Country foon recover’d him. 

In 1692, he publith’d his Third Letter of Toleration, in which he anfwer’d 
fome new Objections that had been made againft his Opinions, with fo 
great Strength and Accuracy, as made it needlefs for him to write any 
thing farther on that Subject. And here I can’t but take notice of the 
{trange and unaccountable Temper of fome Men, who tho they are®fully 
convine’d that their clear and diftin& Knowledg is of a very {mall extent, 
and that they are very eafily miftaken in the Judgments they pafs of. 
things; will yet, when it is in their power, perfecute others becaufe they 
differ from them in their Notions; and this at the fame time that they 
would think it very hard, if they were on the weaker fide, to be perfe- 
cuted on this account themfelves. But it is yet: more ftrange, that they 
fhould intereft Religion in the Cafe, and employ ‘its Authority to defend 
thofe Pratices which it exprefly forbids. This can only proceed from a 
Proud and Tyrannical Spirit, which paffes upon the World under the daf- 
suife of Piety, almoft after the fame manner as. the Itch after Arbitrary 
Power conceals it felf under the fpecious Pretext of the Publick Good, 
how contrary foever it may be to it. 3 

But this is no proper place to bewail thefe Irregularities of the Mind of 
Man. The Enxglifh Nation however is highly oblig’d tovMr. Locke, for 
having undeceiv’d a great’ many Perfons, and: made them deteft thofe 
-perfecuting Maxims, which for want of due Confideration they had ‘em- 
brac’d. ’Tis well known, that about this time the Coin of England was 
very bad, having been fo much clipp’d thro the Negligence .of the .pre- 
“ceding Reigns; who had not taken care to remedy ity that it wanted above 
a Third. of its due Weight..' They Effect of this was, that the People 
thought themfelves a great deal richer than indeed they were: For altho 
the Coin was-not rais’d: im. its: Value. by .any! Publick: Authority, it was 
put-of in’Trade for above-a thitdopart more-than it weigh’d. >This was 
“very prejudicial to Trade:on: feverabaccounts, of whiclr Tfhall not*here 
take any notice. fuer essla anid : . eiets 

Mr. Locke: had obferv’d:this Diforder ever fince his Return’ to: England ; 
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fome Meafures to prevent it. He faid then, That the Nation was in greater 
danger from a fecret un-obferv’d Abufe, than from all thofe other Evils, of which 
Perfons were generally fo apprehenfive : and that if cave were not taken to rectify 


the Coin, that Irregularity alone would prove fatal to us,.tho we fbould fucceed.in. 
every thing elle. Oneday, when he feem’d very much difturb’d about this: 


matter, fome Perfons rally’d him, as if he tormented himfelf with a 
groundlefs Fear: He anfwer’d, That Perfons might laugh if they pleafed, but 


they would find in avery {hort time, that if care was. not taken, we (bould want 


Mony in England to buy Bread. And it happen’d accordingly in 1699. fo 
that the Parliament was forc’d to rectify that Abufe, the beginning of the 
Year following. In order to ftir up the Exglifb Nation to take this Mat- 
ter into Confideration, Mr. Locke publifh’d in 1692, a little Treatife, inti- 
tled, Some Confiderations of the Confequences of the Lowering of the. Interest, 
and Raifing the Value of Mony,; which was fent to a Member of Parliament, 
3691. In which we may find feveral Nice and Curious Obfervations on 
both thofe Subjects, as well as the Trade of England in general. After- 
wards, in 1695, he refum’d this Subje€t again; when, according to his 
Prediftion, the Nation’s Danger oblig’d the Parliament to think ferioufly 
of this matter. By this it appears, that he was able to reafon on the com- 
mon Affairs of Lite, as well as on the moft abftrated Subjefts; and that 
he was none of thofe Philofophers, who fpent their whole Lives in the 
Search after Truths purely fpeculative, but by their Ignorance of thofe 
things which concern the Publick Good, are render’d incapable of ferving 
their Country. 

In 1693, he publifh’d his Thoughts concerning the Education of Children, 
(which he confiderably improv’d in fome later Editions ; the laft is the 
qth, printed in Twelves, 1712.) This Book was alfo tranflated into 
French and Dutch in Holland: and altho there are many things in it that 
refpect the Faults peculiar to the Exglifb way of Educating Children, yet 
it contains feveral Remarks that may be ufetul to other Nations. 

In 1695, Mr. Locke was made a Commiffioner of Trade and Plantations. 
Thefe Commiffioners compofe a Council, who take care of every thing 
relating to the Engli/b Trade and Plantations, and have each of them a Sala- 
ry of a Thoufand Poundsa Year. He difcharg’d the Duties of this Place 
witha great deal of Care, and univerfal Approbation, till the Year 1700. 
when he quitted it, being no longer able to live in London, as he did before. 
He acquainted no Perfon with his Defign of leaving that Place, till he had 
given up his Commiffion into the King’s hands. His Majelty was very 
unwilling to receive it, and told Mr. Locke he fhould be very glad if he 
would continue in his Service, tho he gave never fo little Attendance; and 
that he did not defire him to ftay in Town one day to the prejudice of his 
Health. But he told his Majefty, that he could not in Confcience hold a 
Place to which a confiderable Salary was annex’d, without performing the 
Duties of it; and that he therefore humbly defir’d a Difcharge. A great 
many Perfons would not have been’ fo {crupulous'in this matter as he was, 
but would have accepted the King’s Grant, or at leaft would have endea- 
vour’d to refign fuch a Place as this to their advantage. _ 

And indeed he deferv’d to enjoy the Salary belonging to that Place, 
even tho he fhould have perform’d none of its Duties; if it were only oa 
the account of being one of thofe, who took the greateft pains to convince 
the Parliament, that the only way to preferve the Trade of England, was 
to recoin the Mony, without railing its Value to the Publick Lofs. _ For 
this end, he wrote a little Treatife, intitled, New Confiderations on the railing 
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the Value of Mony; which he ‘publifh’d in 1695. This Tréatife, together 
with feveral others, were® feprinted the Year after, with the Title of 
Papers concerning Mony, Interest, and Trade. ‘The Parliament following his 
Opinion in rhis matter, in the mid{t of a dangerous War made fuch a 
Reformation in'the Com, as many Nations would have hardly undertaken 
in a time of Peace. *Tis well known, that there are fome Kingdoms, 
wherein, to fill the Princes Treafury out of the Pockets of private Per- 
fons, the Mony is made to rife or fall without any ‘regard to the Lofs the 
Publick fuftains thereby : ‘but fuch Maxiins are not approv’d of in Ezgland. 

The Ingenious Mr. 'f. WATTS compos’d the following Lines upon 
this Occafion. ) 


To JOHN LOCKE Efq; Retird from Bufinefs.” »- 
I. 
NGELS are made of Heavenly Things, 
And Light and Love our Souls compofe ; 
Their Blifs within their Bofom fprings, 
Within their Bofom flows. 
But narrow Minds flill make pretence ’ 
To fearch the Coats of Eleb and Senfe, 
And fetch Diviner Pleafures thence. 
MEN are akin to Etherial Forms, 
But they belye their nobler Birth, 
Debafe their Honour. down to Earth, 
And claim a {hare with Worms. 
II. 
He that has Tredfures of his own, 
May leave the Cottage or the Throne, 
May quit the Globe, and dwell alone 
Within his Spacious Mind. 
LOCKE bath a Soul wide as the Sea, 
Calm as the Night, bright as the Day; 
There may his vaft Ideas play, 
Nor feel a Thought confind. 


Lv™s 


Inthe fame Year, 1695, Mr. Locke publifh’d ‘his Treatife of The Reafo- 
nablene{s of Chriftianity : wherein he ‘has sprov’d, that the ‘Chriftian Re- 
ligion, as deliver’d inthe Scriptures, is the moft reafonable‘Inftitution in 
the world. It was quickly after tranflated into French and 
Dutch, and attack’d in Ezgland by a paffionate* ‘Divine. “In 
1696, Mr. Locke anfwer’d that Book, and after defended his Anfwer with 
fuch Strength of Reafon, and yet with fo great Moderation, that he might 
juftly have expeted from his Adverfary a publick Acknowledgment of ‘his 
Error, had he not been one of thofe fort of Men, who are equally ftran- 
gers to Shame and Juftice. “Mr. Locke was alfo oblig’?d to ‘Mr. Bold, Mi- 
nifter of Steeple in Dorfetfbire, who defended his Book without knowing 
the Author, in'two fhort Difcourfes which came out in 1697. as alfo in a 
Second Anfwer. 

Some time before this, there came out a Book, written by Mr. Toland, 
intitled, Chriftianity not Myfterious ; in which the Author pretended to prove, 
That there is nothing in the Chriftian Religion, not only which is contrary to Rea- 
(on, but even which is above it. Mr. Toland, in explaining the Nature of 
Reafon, 


* Dr. Edwards. 
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Reafon, had made ufe of feveral Arguments that were very like fome of 
Wir. Locke's, in his Treatife of Human Under ftanding. 

It happen’d alfo, that fome Enghifb Unitarians had about that time pub- 
lifh’d feveral Pamphlets, in which they talk’d very much about Reafon, and 
laid down their Notions of what was contrary:to it, and affirm’d there.was 
no fuch Doétrine in the Chriftian Religion. Mr. Locke had, alfo with a 
great deal of Truth aflerted, that Revelation delivers nothing contrary to 
any plain Confequences of Reafon. All thefe things put together, engag’d 
Dr. Stillingfleet, late Bilhop of Worcefter, to join Mr. Locke in company with 
thofe Perfons, ina Treatife he publifh’d in 16975 wherein he defended the 
Doctrine of the Trinity again{ft them. In this Book, Chap. 10. he: op- 
pos’'d fome Notions of .Mr. Locke concerning the Knowledg we have of 
Subitances, and fome other Things; fearing, without Reafon, that thofe 
Notions might be brought in favour of fome Heretical Opinions. Mr. Locke 
anfwer’d him, and the Bifhop reply’d the fame Year. This Reply was 
confuted by a fecond Letter of Mr. Locke; which drew a fecondAnfwer from 
that Learned Bifhop in 1698. and Mr. Locke again reply’d, in a third Let 
ter in 1699, wherein he difcourfed more at large of the Certainty by Rea- 
fon or by Ideas, of the Certainty of Faith, of the Refurrection of the fame Body, 
and the Immateriality of the Soul; and {how'd the perfect Agreement of his 
Principles with Faith, that they had not the leatt tendency to Sceptici{m, as 
Bifhop Szillingfleet had affirm’d. But the Bifhop died fome time after this, 
and fo the Difpute ended. ) 

We may obferve two Things more efpecially in this Controverfy ;. the 
one relating to the Subjeét of it, the other tothe Manner wherein it was 
handled. Every body admir’d the Strength of Mr. Locke’s Reafonings, and 
his great Clearnefs and Exactnefs, not only in explaining his own Notions, 
but in laying open thofe of his Adverfary: Nor were they lefs furpriz’d, 
that a Man of the Bifhop’s Learning fhould engage in a Controverfy, 
wherein he had all the Difadvantages poffible; for he was by no means 
able to maintain his Opinions againit Mr. Locke, whofe Notions he neither 
underftood, nor the Thing itfelf about which-he difputed. This Eminent 
Prelate had {pent the greateft part of his time in the Study of Ecclefiaftical 
Antiquities, and reading an infinite number of Books, but was no great 
Philofopher; nor had ever ufed himfelf to that clofe correé&t way of 
Thinking and Writing, in which Mr. Locke did particularly excel. How- 
ever, this excellent Philofopher, tho he had much the better in the Contro- 
verfy, and had reafon enough to complain of the Bifhop for having charg’d 
him unjuftly, and without a fufficient knowledg of the Subject he handled ; 
was yet very far from abufing the Advantages he had, but always detected 
and refuted his Errors with Civility and Refpeé&t. He fhews, ’tis true, that 
the Bifhop did not underftand the Things he talk’d about, and was very 
uncorret in his Expreffions ; but rather feems to infinuate it, by producing 
his own Words, and leaving the World to judg, than refle€& on him for 
it. For my part, I confefs, I never read a Difpute manag’d in fo cool Blood, 
or with fo much Art and Exaétnefs, on the one fide; nor, onthe other, fo 
unjuftly, confufedly, or fo little to the Credit of the Author. . 

I was alfo furpriz’d at the Bifhop’s Cenfure of Curcellews, in the 6th 
Chapter of his Defence of the Trinity; and wonder’d, how he could think fo 
eafily to anfwerhim. I muft confefs indeed, that the Bifhop 
has Reafon, in afferting that St. Hilary, inthe * Paflage Car- Num tr. 
celleus cites out of his Book, de Synodis, does fpeak tothe:'Haftern = 
Bifhops, and not to thofe of Gaa/ and Germany, ashe thought. But then a 
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muft alfo be granted, that in the main Carcelleus has, in his Differtation 
concerning the Words Trinity, Oc. very faithfully repreiented the Opinion 
of St. Hilary.  Bifhop Stillingfleet had either read this Book without due At- 
tention, or forgot its Contents; for of all other Books this moft clearly 
proves, that the Orthodox of that time believ’d, that the Divine Nature, 
as a Species, did contain under it three Perfons numierically diftinguifh’d.: 

St. Hilary, a little before the * Paflage that gave Bifhop Seé- 
lingfleet occafion to charge Curcelleas with a grofs Miftake, ex- 
plains how according to the Semi- Arians it might be faid, That 
the Father and Son have a like Effence: And then delivers his own Opinion 
in the following words; “ Caret igitar, Fratres, fimilitudo Nature contue 
“ melia fulpicione , nec poteft videri Filius idcirco in proprietate Paterne Nature 
}ByPerfone ‘| 70% effe quia fimilis eft, cam fimilitudo nulla fit nifi ex «qualitate 
we muft un- “ Nature: agqualitas autem Natare non potest effe, nifi una fits 
dorfianda fub- « ana vero non Perfone Unitate, fed GENERIS.” That is, 
bis Nena Therefore, Brethren, the Son may, without danger of Blafphemy, be 
is called Per- aid to be of alike Nature with the Father; and tho he be {aid to be 
ak like him, it does not follow that therefore he is not of the fame Nature, 
for Similitude flows from Equality of Nature: now there can be no Equality of Na- 
ture, but where the Nature is one, and that not with a Perfonal, bat Generical 
Unity. Nowa Perfon who reads this with any tolerable degree of Atten- 
tion, will eafily fee, that {uppofing the Unity of the Divine Nature to be Nu- 
merical, *tis nonfenfe to fay the Nature of the Son is equal or like to that of 
the Father; but that this way of Expreffion is proper enough in the 
Mouth of thofe Perfons who believe the Father and the Sonare one én Specie, 
or Generically, as St. Hilary {peaks, See alfo the 15th Article inthe Benedié#ine 
Edition. The fame thing might be plainly proved out of his Books ofthe 
Trinity: Vf Bifhop Stillingfleet had examin’d St. Hilary only ‘carefully, ‘and 
without prejudice, he would have been of the fame mind with Cwrcelleus, 
and would never have differ’d with him about a trifling Incident, while, 
in the main of the Controverfy, he gives a very true Account of the Do@rine 
of the Fathers in this Point. I fhall fay no more on this Head, and I hope 
no Perfon will be offended at this little Digreffion I have made, to defend 
at once the Truth and Honour of Carcelleus, againft the Learned Bifhop 
Stillingfleet, for whofe excellent Writings I have neverthelefs a very high 
efteem. 

But to return to Mr. Locke ; ’tis very ftrange he fhould be able to write 
fo much at fo great an Age, and when his Health was fo infirm, by reafon 
of the Indifpofition of his Lungs. In 1697, he was oblig’d to go to London 
in very cold Weather, becaufe the King defir’d to fee him; and that Jour- 
ny made his Lungs much worfe than ever they had been before: He was 
\|-4.Dificelry 10 bad, that for three or four Days, while he was in London, he 
of Breathing, Could not lie down; and I remember, that ina Letter I receiv’d 
ae fesch bi from him, he told me he was reduc’d toa perfect || Orthopnea. 
Breath,but by . He return’dto Oates in fo weak a Condition, that he never 
Folding bis vecover’d his former Health. He faid, that his Majefty (who 
Nekuprig’ was alfo Afthmatick) having heard of his Skill in Phyfick, de- 
fix’d to difcourfe with him about his own Indifpofition. And I remember I 
heard, a little while after, that Mr. Locke had advis’d the King to abftain 
from Wine, and all Foods that were heavy and clogging. But however, 
the King kept to his ufual manner of Living, tho he fignify’d to fome of 
thofe who were near his Perfon, that he had a high efteem for Mr. Locke. 


* Nuit. 760 
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Some Years before his Death, he apply’d himfelf entirely to the Study of 
the Holy Scriptures ; and found fomuch Pleafure therein, that -he was very 
much troubled he had not fooner.apply’d his Mind to that, Study.: The 
World has feen the Fruits of thefe Labours in his Reafonablene/s of Chriftianity, 
of which we have already fpoken, and, which is one of the beit Pieces that 
has been publifh’d this many Years on that Subje@t, and,with,that Defign. 

Above a Year before his Death he grew fo very;weak that he could not 
apply himfelf clofely to any.ghing,\nor fo,much as write a, Letter to a Friend 
without great difficulty. Before, he had always made ufe of his own Hand 
for whatever he had to write; and fahaving not.us’dto dictate, he could not 
employ an Amanuenfis to eafe himfelf: But tho.his Body grew weaker, he 
{till kept his Good-Humour 5: and if his Lungs would have permitted him 
to fpeak, his Converfation would have been as. pleafant and entertaining 
asever. A few Weeks before his Death he perceiv’d he fhould not live long, 
but yet he continu’d as Chearful and Pleafant as before; and when fome 
Perfons feem’d to wonder at it, he would fay, While we are Alive let us Live, 

The Study of the Holy Scriptures wrought in him a lively and fincere, 
tho,unaftected Piety : Having not. beenable to go.to Church -for a confide- 
rable time, he thought convenient fome Months before he died to receive 
the Bleffed Sacrament at home, according toa ufual Practice of the Church 
of England; and two of his Friends. communicated with him. When the 
Minifter had perform’d his Office, Mr. Locke told. him, That he, was in per- 

fet Charity with all Men, and in a fincere Communion with the Church of Chrift, 

by-what Name foever it might be diftinguibed, We was a Man of too great 

Underftanding to take the Sacrament as a Teft of Schifm or Party, which 
a great many ignorant Perfons do;.who, by Communicating with their, 
own Church, condemn. all other.Chriftian Societies. He had a deep 
Senfe of the Divine Wifdom, that difcovers itfelf in thofe methods God 

has taken in faving Men; and whemhe difcourfed about it, he could not 

forbear joining with the Apoftle inthe Exclamation, Oh the Depths of the 
Riches and Wifdom of God! ; And he was perfuaded that all Perfons would 

be of the fame mind, who fhould read the Scriptures without Prejudice; 

and this Study he very frequently commended to thofe with whom he con- 

verfed towards the latter end of his Life. This Application to thefe Ho- 

ly Writings had given him a more noble and compleat Idea of the Chri- 

ftian Religion than he had before; and if he had enjoy’d Strength enough 

to have begun’any New Works, ’tis very likely he would have compos’d 

fome on purpofe to have imprefs’d this Great and Sublime Idea on the 

Minds of others in its full Extent. 

Upon this Occafion Mr.Watts wrote a Copy of Verfes to Sohn Shute Ef; 
a young Gentleman for whom Mr. Locke entertain’d a particular Efteem. 


To JOHN SHUTE Efq; On Mr, Locxes Dangerous 
Sicknefs, fome time after he had retir'd to ftudy the Scriptures. 


OT. 
bee D muft the Man of wondrous Mind, 
(Now his Rich Thoughts are juft refin’d) 
. Forfake our longing Eyes? 
Reafon at length fubmits to wear 
The Wings of Faith, and lo! they rear 
Her Chariot high, and nobly bear 


Her Prophet to the Skies. 
RB II. Go 
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Go, Friend, amd wait the Prophet's Flight, 
Watch if his Mantle chance to. light, - 
And ferze it for thy own. 
SHUTE is the Darling of bis Years, ow | 
Young SHUT E his better Likene/s bears: 
All but his Wrinkles and bis Hairs t 
Are copy'd in his Son.\ 
VT, ©: 


Thus when our Foltes or our Faults 7 
Call for the Pity of thy Thoughts, ‘ qmis 

Thy Pen {hall make ws Wife'?™ Oi jit 
The Sallies of whofe Youthful Wit dz gto 
Could pierce the Britifh Fogs with Light, °° PNTS% . vores 


Place our true Intereft in our’ Sight, 
Ana open balf our Eyes: ° 


For fome Weeks before his Death he could not walk, buewas carry’d 
about the Houfe in an armed Chair. My Lady Mabam going, to’ fee hint 
on the 27th of Oéfober, 17704, and not’ finding him in ‘his’ Study where 
he us’d to be, but in Bed, feem’d to-wonder at that Alteration > he told 
her he could not bear the Fatigue of rifiag, having weary’d ‘himfelf too” 
much with it the Day before, and rhat‘he did not know whether he fhould: 
ever rife again. He could not eat that day; and after Dinner fome Pert 
fons who kept him Company went ‘into’ his Chamber, and ask’d: him uf 
they fhould read fomething to divett him, but he refufed it: However; 
fome Papers being brought into his Chamber, he enquir’d what they were: 
after they were.read, he faid, That his Work here'was aloft at an-end, andbe 
thank’d God for it. "Thereupon fomebody coming near his Bed, he defird 
they would remember him iv the Evening-Prayers. “They told him, that if he 
pleas’d, the Family would come to Prayers into his Chamber ; to which he 
agreed. They ask’d him if he thought he was near Death; he anfwer’d; 
That he might’ perhaps die that Night, but that he could not live above three or 
four Days. He was then ina cold Sweat, but that left him ina little time. 
He was ask’d‘to drink fome Mum, a Liquor which he had drank with 
pleafure the Week before, and which, asT have heard him fay, he look’d: 
upon to be the moft wholefome of all ftrong Drinks: he tool fome Spoon- 
fals then, and drank to the Health of the Company, Wijbing: all of thens 
Happine(s when he fbould be gone. Afterwards, there being nobodyelfe in the 
Chamber but my Lady Mafbam, who fat by the Bed-fide, he’ exhorted 
her to look o« this World only as a State of Preparation for a better: he added, 
That he had lived long enough, and that he thank’d God he had enjoya an happy 
Life; but that, after all, be look’d upon-this Life tobe nothing but Vanity, Atter 
Supper, the Family came up into his Chamber to-Prayers; and between Hle- 
ven and Twelve a Clock he feem’d to be a little better. My Lady 
Mafbam would have watch’d with lim, but he would not permit her; 
faying, That perhaps he might fhep;, and: thatif he fhould find any Altera- 
tion, he would fend for her. He did not reft thar Night, but refolv’d to try 
to rife the next Day, which: he didi. He\ was carry’d into his Study, and 
was fet in aneafy Chair, where heflept, by fits, fome.confiderable time. 
Then thinking himfelf fomewhat: better, he hada’ mind: to! be dreft as 
ufual, and ask’d for fome Small-Beer,. which he us’d'very feldom to. tafte. 
After that, he defir’d: my Lady Mafbam, who was reading to herfelf in 
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the P/alms while they dreft him, to read aloud, which accordingly fhe did; 
and. he feem’d very attentive, till he was hinder’d by the nearer approaches 
of Death: upon which, he defir’dher to read no more, and expir’d a few 
Minutes after, on the 28th of Odfober, 1704, about Three in the Afternoon, 
inthe 73d Year of his Age. 3 

He was privately buried: at High-Laver, in the County of Effex, accot- 

ding to hisown modeft Défire ; as appears by the following Claufe in his 
Will, viz 
“Item, My Will is, To be. buried as: privately, as with Decericy may 
“be: particularly my Will is, To be buried ina plain Wooden Coffin, not 
“ cover’d with Cloth, or any otherwife adorn’d; That Cojt will better be laid 
“ out in covering the Poor: and therefore my Willis, That inftead theréof, 
four poor honaeft Labouring Men of the Neighbourhood fhall each of 
“ them .have,a Coat and Pair of Breeches of Cloth; a Hat, Shoes, dnd 
“Pair of Steckings : Which wall be better than the vain Wafte of a Covering or 
“Ornaments on; my Coffin. Item, My Will, is, Tobe buried in the Church- 
“ Yard. of theParith where I die.” 
_j He bequeatli?d im his! Wil feveral confiderable Sums of Mony, to- be 
difpes’d. of in! Charitable Ufes, left Legacies tomoft of his Friends, made 
a,Prefent.of all his Works tothe Bodlezan Library at Oxford, gave many 
valuable Books:to Axthony Collins, of the Inner Temple, Efq; and others; order’d 
the Remainder of his Library to bexequally divided between Mr. Francis 
Caaworth. Mafbam, and his Coufin Sir Perer Kingy whom he conftituted his 
fole Executor. 

Thus died one of the greateft Philofophers of our Age, who, after he 
had. made himfelf a perfec: Mafter of almoft all the Parts of Philofophy, 
and difcover’d. its greateft Secrets with uncommon Strength of Reafon, 
and Correétnefs of Thought, happily turn’d his Studies to the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, which he examin’d in its Original, with the fame Liberty he had 
us’d.in his Study of other Sciences; and which he judg’d fo reafonable and 
excellent an Inftitution, that he dedicated the Remainder of his Life to 
the Contemplation of it, and endeavour’d to raife in the Minds of others 
the fame high Veneration he had for ic himfelf. And as he did not chufe a 
Religious Courfe of Life in a Fit of Difcontent or Ill-Humour, fo his Piety 
was neither tainted with Melancholy nor Superftition. "The fame Light thar 
guided him in his. Philofophical Studies, dire¢ted him in explaining the 
New Teftament, and kindled in his Soul a Rational Piety, fuchas was wor- 
thy of him who gave us our Reafon for no other end, but that by which 
we might be affifted tomakea good Ufe of Revelation; and who by re- 
vealing his Will, fuppofes we will imploy the Judgment and Underitand- 
ing he has given us, in acknowledging, admiring, and following it. 

Tis needlefs for me here to attempt a Panegyrick on Mr. Locke ; his 
Works, which are read in feveral Languages, are a fufficient, and will be 
ani eternal Monument of his vaft Genius, penétrating Wit, and exact 
Judgment. I fhall only infere a Chara&ter of him, which I receiv’d from 
a Lady of DiftinGtion, to whom he was perfe&tly well known. ¢ 
“ Mr. Locke, faid fhe, (and I can: bear witnefS to her Evidence, in a 
great meafure, by what I have feen myfelf in Holland) was a great Phi- 
“ lofopher, and a fit Perfon to be employ’d in Affairs of the higheft Im- 
“ portance. He underftood the Politer Parts of Learning perfe@ly well, 
“and was very genteel and engaging in his Converfation. He knew 
fomewhat of all thofe things that are of real Ufe to Mankind, and was 
a perfect Mafter of what he’ had particularly ftudied. But yet he was 
not. puff’d up by allthis, nor ever feem'd to have’ a’ bette Opinion of 
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himfelf becaule of his Knowledg. No one was farther from a fuming 
a Magifterial Air, or lefs pofitive,in his Affertions; and’ hé was: notin 
the leaft offended with thofe that xdid not affent to his Opinions. “But 
he cou’d not bear with a fort of Cavillets,:who-will not drop the Dif 
pute, tho they have been often refuted, and can only repeat: the fame 
Things. He fpake to fuch Perforis fometimes! with'a little Heaty-but 
he himfelf wou’d firft take Notice:of his being any;ways‘moved; | 

“ In the moft confiderable Affairs of Life, as well as in Matters'of Speewt 


‘lation, he was.always ready to hear Reafon, cftom who foever it caine, 


He was indeed the faithful Servant, nay, I may fay, \the'devoted Slave 
of Truth; which he lov’d for itfelf-and which no: Confideration qwas 
ever able to make him defert. | VeBWNG ; 
“ He futed) his Difcourfe to the meaneft Capacities; and! ii difputin 

with fuch Perfons, he gave their. ObjeGtions»againft Hinv’the utmoft 
Weight, not taking advantage, of his Adverfaries, if they“had not ex- 
prefs’d themfelves fo correétly as'they ought. .He convers’d very free- 


‘ly and willingly with all forts of Perfons, endeavouring'to learn fome- 


thing from them: And this proceeded not only from his’ genteel Edu- 
cation, but from his profefs’d Opinion, that fome good ‘Thing or other 
might be learn’d from any Perfon whatfoever, And by this means 
he had attain’d to fuch a confiderable Knowledg of feveral particular 
Arts and Sciences, that one would have thought he had made the 
Study of thofe things a great part.of his Bufinefs. For even Tradef 
men would ask his Advice, and were frequently inftruéted by hit, 
in things relating to their feveraliEmployments. Loe 
“ If there was any thing that he cou’d not bear, twas ill Mannets ; 
which was indeed very ungrateful to him, “when he perceiv’d it did 
not arife from want of Converfation, and Knowledg of the-World} but 
from Pride, - Ill-nature, Brutality, and othér: Vices © of that’ natut®: 
Otherwife he was very far from defpifing any one, though their Perfons 
were ever fo mean.» He look’d ion Civility:to:be not only fomething 
very agreeable and proper to win upon Men, but alfo a Duty of 

© Chriftianity, and which ought to be more prefled, and urged 

‘ upon Mea, than it commonly is. “He recommended on this 
Occafion a * Treatife written by the Gentlemen of the Porta 
Royal, Copceruing the Means to preferve Peace among Men; and 
he very much admir’d: fome Sermons he heard from Dr. Whitchcor on 
this Subject, and which are now printed. 


“ His Converfation was very agreeable to all forts of People, even°to 


can 


Port-Royal. “ 


“. the Ladies themfelves; and no Perfon was more civilly entertain’d than 


he by Perfons of ‘the higheft Quality. _ For if he had not naturally thofé 
Qualifications that render the Converfation of genteel and accomplifh’d 
Perfons more eafy, free, and lefs formal, than that of other Perfons ; yet 
he had acquired them by his Acquaintance with the World. And this 
recommended him fo much the more, becaufe Perfons who knew him 
not, did not expec that Politenefs in a Man fo much given to Study as 
he was. Thofe who were defirous of his Converfation, to. gain thofe 
things that might be expected in a Man of his Learning, and according- 
ly addrefs’d him with great Refpect, were furpriz’d to find in him 
not only the Civility of a well-educated Perfon, but even all the’ Po: 
litenefs that could be defir’d. 

“ He fpake very often againft Raillery, which indeed is the'niceft Point 
in Conyerfation, and of dangerous confequence, if not prudently ma- 
nag’d. And yet no Perfon railly’d with a better Grace than he: but -he 
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“ always took care to fay nothing offenfive or prejudicial toany Man. He 
“ knew how to give a pleafant and agreeable turn to every thing he faid, 
“ Tf he railly’d his Friends, it was either for fome inconfiderable Faults, or 
“ fomething which ’twas for their benefit to make known. He was fo 
“ extraordinary Civil, that when he feem’d difpos’d to be Merry, the 
“ Company was fure he was about to fay fomething to their Advantage, 
“ He never ridicul’d the Natural Infirmities or Misfortines of any Perfon. 
“ He was very Charitable to the Poor, except fuch as were Idle or Pro- 
“ phane, and {pent the Sunday in the Ale-houfes, and went not to Church. 
_ © But above all, he did compaffionate thofe, who, after they had labour’d 
“ as long as their Strength wou’d hold, were reduc’d to Poverty. “He faid 
“ it was not enough to keep them from ftarving, but that fuch a Provi- 
“ fon ought to be made for them, that they might live comfortably. Ac- 
“ cordingly, he fought occafions of doing Good to thofe who deferv’d it; 
“ and often, when he walk’d out, he wou’d vifit the Poor of the Neighbour- 
“ hood, and give them fomewhat to fupply their Neceffities, or buy the 
<¢ Remedies which he prefcrib’d them, if they were fick, and had no other 
“ Phyfician. He wou’d not let any ufeful Thing be loft or wafted: He 
“ thought that was to deftroy thofe good Things, of which God has made 
“ us only Stewards. Accordingly he kept good Orders, and took an ac- 
“ count of every Thing. 
“ Tf he was fubject to any Paffion, it was Anger ; but he had made him- 
“ felf fo much Mafter of it by Reafon, that it was very rarely troublefome 
<¢ to himfelf or others. No one could better expofe that Paffion, or make 
“‘ it appear more ridiculous than he. He would fay it was of no ufe, 
“ ejther in the educating Children, or keeping Servants inorder; but that 
“‘ it did indeed make a Man lofe his Authority. He was very kind to his 
“ Servants, and would take the trouble to inftru€t them with a great deal 
“ of Mildnefs in what manner he expected to be ferved by them. 
“ He not only faithfully kept a Secret that had been trufted with him, 
“ but would never report any thing that might prejudice the Perfon from 
“ whom he heard it, tho his Silence had not been defir’d: Nor did he 
« ever bring his Friends into any Inconvenience thro his Inadvertency, 
“ or want of Difcretion. 
« He was very exact to his Word, and religioufly perform’d whatever 
“ he promis’d. He was very fcrupulous of giving Recommendations of 
“ Perfons whom he did not well know; and would by no means com- 
“ mend thofe he thought did not deferve it. If he was told that his Re- 
< commendations had not produc’d the Effe& expected, he would fay, 
“< The Reafon of that was, becaufe he had never decerved any Perfon, by faying 
© more than he knew; that he never pafs'd hisWord for any, but uch as he be- 
“ Liew'd would anfwer the Character he gave of them; and that if he fbould do 
“ otherwife, his Recommendations would be worth nothing. 
“ His greateft Diverfion was to difcourfe with fenfible Perfons, of 
“ whofe Converfation he was very defirous. He had all the good Qua- 
“ ities that could render his Friendship pleafant and agreeable. He would 
“¢ never game, but out of Complaifance; altho being often in Company 
“© with thofe who ufed it, he could play very well if he fet about it: 
“ but he would never propofe it, for he faid ic was but an Amufement 
“ for thofe who wanted Converfation. 
“ His Drefs was Neat, without either Affectation or Singularity. 
“ He was naturally very ACtive, and employ’d himfelf as much as his 
“ Health would permit. Sometimes he diverted himfelf with working in 
“ the Garden, which he very well underftood. He loved walking, but 
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not being able to walk much, thro the diforder of his Lungs, he ufed 


to ride out after Dinner; and when he could not bear an Horfe, in a 


Calafh. Healways chofe to have Company with him, tho it were 
but a Child; for he took Pleafure in talking with Children of a good 
Education. . 

“ The Weaknefs of his Health was a difturbance’to none but himfelf : 
and one might look on him without any other Concern than that of 
feeing him fuffer. He did not differ from others in his Diet, but only 
in that his ordinary Drink was nothing but Water ; and he thought that 
was the Means of lengthening out his Life to fuch an Age. Tho he was 
of fo weak a Conftitution, and that it was to this he owed the Prefer- 
vation of his Eye-fight, which was -but little impair’d when he died ; 
for he could read by Candle-light all forts of Books, if they were not of 
a very {mall print, and he never us’d Spectacles: He had no other Dif 
temper but his Ajfhma, excepting that four Years before his Death he 
was very deaf; but it did not laft above fix Months: His Deafnefs de- 
priving him of the Pleafure of Converfation, ina Letter which he then 
wrote to one of his Friends, he faid, He did not know but it was better to be 
Blind than Deaf. Otherwife he bore up under hisA fflictions very patiently.” 
This is a Picture of that Great Man, drawn after the Life, and wherein 


he is not at all flatter’d: I wifh it were in my Power, not only to make 
his Memory, but. his Genius Immortal ; by perfuading all Students to 
fearch after Truth, and to love and defend it, as he has done: But the 
reading of his Works will effet that better than all the Praifes I can give 
him, or all the Arguments I can lay before them. 


He left feveral Manufcripts behind him, fome of which were foon 


publifh’d after his Death. 


And firft, In 1705, came out in Qvarto, his Paraphrafe and Notes upon 


St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Galatians ; which was foon followed by thofe upon 
the Corinthians, Romans, and Ephefians ; upon the Publication of thefe, 
Mr. Watts likewife wrote the following Lines. 


On Mr. LOCKES Annotations upon feveral Parts of the 
New Teftament. 


E 
HU S Reafon learns by flow Degrees 
What Faith reveals, but ftill complains 
Of intellectual Pains, 
And Darkne/s, from the too Exuberant Light. 
The Blaze of thofe bright My/teries 
Pour’d all at once on Natures Eyes, 
Offend and cloud her feeble Sight. 
II. 
Reafon could scarce fuftain to fee 
Th’ Almighty Oxe, th? Eternal Three, 
Or bear the Infant Deity; 
Scarce could her Pride defcend to own 
Her Maker looping from his Throne, 
And dreft in Glories fo unknown : 
A vanfom'd World, a bleeding God, 
And Heaven appeas’d with flowing Blood, 
Were Themes too painful to be underftood. 
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iil. 
Faith, thou bright Cherub, [peak and fay, 
Did ever Mind of Mortal Race 
Coft thee more Toil or larzer Grace 
To melt and bend it to obey? 
"Twas hard to make fo rich.a Soul fubmit, 
And lay her fhining Honours at thy fovereign Feet. 
IV 


Sree 
iiidbnosesiies 


Seiseseies 


Sifter of Faith, Fair Charity, . 
Shew me the wondrous MAN on High; 
Tel how HE fees the Godhead Three in One ; 
The bright Convittion fills his Eye, 
His nobleft Pow’rs in deep Proftration lie 
At the Myfterious Throne. 


Seasebartias sheseesbreereorsait 


<e Forgive, he cries, * ye Saints below, %* See Mr. Locke’s An- 
« The was?ring and the cold Afet eters 
“ I gaveto Themes divinely True; 9. 5» which has inclin’d 
“ Can you adit the Bleed to repent? Ti ad Oe 
“ Eternal Darknefs veil the Lines perfuaded of the Deity 

“ Of that unhappy Book, and Satisfaétion of Chrift- 


Bias 


“ Where feeble Reafon with falfe Luftre (bines, 
“ Where the mere Mortal Pen miftook 
“ What the Celeftial meant!” 


atosets' 


: 


In 1706, were publifh’d, in an Oc¢avo Volume, fome Pofthumous Pieces, 
which, the Editor informs us, “ Are True and Genuine Remains of the Deceas’d 
“< Author; bat for the greateft part receiv'd not his lat Hand, being in a great 
“ meafure little more than fudden Views, intended to be afterwards revis’d, and 
“¢ farther look’d into: but by Sickne/s, Intervention of Bujine[s, or preferable En- 
<< guiries, happend tobe thruft afide, and fo lay neglected,” 

At the end of one of thefe Pofthumous Tratts, viz. The Difcourfée of 
Miracles, Mr. Locke added a remarkable Note, which is as fol- 
lows: “ Thefe Thoughts concerning Miracles ({ays he) were occa- Now Lard 
“ fion’d by reading Mr. Fleetwood’s * Effay on Miracles, and the Anh, seen 
“< Letter + writ to bim on that Subject: The one of them defining + That Letter 
“ 4 Miracle to be an extraordinary Operation performable by * [4 ee 
“ God alone, and the other writing of Miracles without any De- wr. Hoadly. 
*¢ finition of a Miracle at all.” 

In 1708, was printed in 8vo, Some familiar Letters between Mr, Locke 
ana feveral of his-Friends. 

In 1709, his Paraphrafe and Notes upon St. Paal’s Epiftles were col- 
le€ted into one Volume ; to which was prefixed, Az Ejfay for the under ftand- 
ing of St. Paul’s Epiffles, by confulting St. Paul himfelf. 

1 fhall clofe all with the following Judicious CharaGter, given of him 
by Mr. Lawton. 


“ The Name of Mr. Locke will laft as long as our prefent Language 
““ is underftood, or Exglifhmen have a Relifh for good Senfe. His Litera- 
“ ture was Univerfal, his Notions Ufeful, and his Obfervations Critical 
and Juft. He knew how to write Controverfy, and differ in Conver- 
fation, with equal Strength and Manners; he was as much a Matter of 
them, as if he had been always immur’d among Books; and yet had 
fo decent and winning a Behaviour, that no Courts could have added to 
the Complaifance of his Temper. How much he could ao ae 
“ Under- 
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J “ Underftandings, may be found by thofe who. read what he wrote with 
« that intent: But this Nation can fcarce pay Regard: enough to his 
« Memory, for his making feveral, who were fo much in the wrong, judg 
“ rightly of Toleration and Recoinage. What he hath written about Trade, 
“ befpoke him adequate to the Commiffion he once had, and confcien- 
“ tioufly laid down, becaufe his infirm Body would not admit of his at- 
“ tending upon it. Indeed, upon whatever Occafion he employ’d his Pen, 
“¢ he wrote in a Mafterly Strain, fhew’d Compafs of Thought; and the 
«¢ wtmoft Penetration, befides a Perfpicuity fearce to be met with. He 

| “ had himfelf a large Mind, and yet wasthe fartheft Man alive from ri- 

i diculing Men of a lower form, and from being afluming and magifte: 

eee “ rial’/in his Difcourfe. And, in fhort, he was as well a Good-natur’d and 

« Well-bred Gentleman, as a finifh’d Scholar, and profound Philofopher. 
“ This being but a little part of what might be faid in his Praife, it 
“is eafy to imagine he is infinitely lamented by all who had the happi- 
“ nefs of his Acquaintance, tho by his own great infight into Nature, and 
“ a conftant Temperance, he preferv’d a very weak Conftitution to an 
““ Age very few attain to; and at laft was brought to his end by a mere 
<“ oradual Decay, which made him, for fome time, without Confternation, 
“ expect his Change. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE * Mtr. Locke is here and every where efteem’d an eminent Free- 
Thinker; and that, not feldom, in the irreligious fenfe of the Words ; 
nay, has been very often efteem’d no better than a Desf: I fhall here, by 
way of Vindication of his Memory, and in hopes that his Authority may 
make fome Impreffion on all of us, and particularly on the real irreligious 
Free-Thinkers themfelves ; produce unqueftionable Evidence of his fixed and 
laft Sentiments about fuch Matters, from his own Words in two Letters to 
two of his intimate Friends : the former of which was written and fent 
before, and the latter written before, but order’d to be fent not till after his 
Death ; both which I have leave to publifh upon this Occafion. The 
concluding words of the former are thefe. 
r I wifh you all manner of Profperity in this World, and the Everlafling Hap- 
pine{s of the World to come: God feud us a happy Meeting in the Refurrection of 
| the Fuft. Adiea. 
: Thofe of the latter are thefe : 
May you live long and happy in the Enjoyment of Health, Freedom, Content, 
and all thofe Bleffings which Providence bas beftow'd on you, and your Vertue in- 
titles you to. “I know you lov'd me living, and will preferve my Memory now I 
am dead. All the ufe tobe made of it, 1s, that thisWorld isa Scene of Vanity, 
| that foon paffes away, and affords no folid Satisfaction, but the Con|cioufnefs of do- 
re ing well, and the Hopes of another Life. This is what I can fay by Experience, and 
\ what you will find when you come to make ap your Account, Adiew. I leave my 
| beft Wifbes with you, © 
‘ Jj. LOCKE. 
The Expreffions in both are fo Senfibie, Serious arid Chriftian ; and come 


Y | from a Perfon of fuch great Sagacity, Integrity, and Freedom ; as make 
Pee them-exceeding Remarkable. 
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